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An Analysis of the AnimalFigure "the Rat" as the Other in Haruki
Murakami's Works

Shao Xuefei
Abstract: Through the analysis of the animal other image "rat" in Murakami Haruki's novels, this
paper expounds the role of the "rat" image in the subjectivity of hero "I" and the establishment of
ego identity. "rat", as the part of the hero "I", is the hero "I"'s subconscious commemoration of his
youth. Through the death of "rat", it expresses the farewell between "I" and the willful past self in
the late 1960s. This paper analyzes Haruki Murakami's view of animals expressed through a series
of animal images in his novels, and explores the historical background and reasons for using the
image of "rat".

Key words: rat; the other; oneself; representation; animal outlook
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