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Enlightenment and Future Direction of the 30-year Exchange Between
South Korea and China

Park, Younghwan
Abstract: The "Northeast Project" research project launched by China in 2002 marked the
beginning of the conflict between the two countries. By the spring of 2004 when South Korea
was preparing to include the Jiangling Dragon Boat Festival in the UNESCO cultural heritage,
the Chinese media continuously reported that South Korea wanted to snatch the Chinese Dragon
Boat Festival. Anti—Korean sentiment has emerged in China for the first time, and cultural disputes
and cultural conflicts between South Korea and China have begun. By 2016, the South Korean
government decided to deploy the THAAD system, and the conflict between South Korea and
China reached a climax. South Korean people's antipathy to China has also reached a climax.
Although the cultural conflict between South Korea and China began in history and culture, it
gradually evolved into a serious political and diplomatic issue. Some reports distorting the truth
have played a great role in the formation of Chinese people's understanding of South Korea as a

"cultural predatory country" and Korean people's understanding of China's "origin of everything in
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China". The cultural contradiction between Korea and China originated from the cognitive model
of "wear one's hair down and fasten one's clothes to the left (in the fashion of the non—Han people)"
proposed by Confucius 2500 years ago. Only by getting rid of China's Huayi theory centered on
the Han nationality, that based on revering the emperor and expelling the barbarians as well as the
distinction between the Chinese and the barbarians, and South Korea's dichotomous viewpoint of
the so—called Huayi theory (Xiyi theory) at the cultural level that based on the righteousness of
Spring and Autumn period as well as the distinction between the Chinese and the barbarians, there
is hope for the future of the two countries.

Key words: Korea—China exchange; Dragon Boat Festival debate; cultural conflicts; dress like a

barbarian; honor the king and repel the barbarians; break the dichotomy
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