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The future of live entertainment:
Comparative study of idol online concerts

Masae Yoshimitsu
Abstract: This study compares online concerts of idol groups from East Asian countries during the
covid—19 restrictions. Differences in online concert styles are strongly influenced by national fan
culture and entertainment industry structure. In the case of Japan, it was delivered from stadiums
and theaters that formed a large set despite the non—audience delivery. The reason for disregarding
the cost was to maintain Japan's unique show business, traditional performing arts, and fan culture.
In the case of South Korea, the latest video expression and interactive media communication
system have been applied. The online concert was a successful opportunity to expand the customer
base of K-POP and South Korean products. In the case of China, it was a showcase of a new
generation of social entertainment ecosystem and new international collaboration. The success of
these online concerts will be leveraged to restructure the live entertainment industry in East Asia
after the covid—19 restrictions.
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