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Hands Across the Pacific
U.S. Reports and Comments on the Imperial Embassy of Japan 1872

Yi Huang
Abstract:The Imperial Embassy of Japan under the Hon. Tomomi Iwakura, the famous Japanese
Aristocrat and the Imperial Minister for the Foreign Affairs at that time, visited the United States
of America in 1872. As the first modern—official Mission from the ancient Nippon, the Embassy
received warm attention from the American newspapers. The U.S. Media's reports and comments
on the Embassy, especially on the social movement of modernization in Japan were generally
full of goodwill, reflecting the kind of special amicable relationship between the post—Civil War
United States who was engaging in the Reconstruction and its remote partners who were promoting
modern reforms in East Asia after his respective civil wars. This paper intends to examine the
two questions: why the U.S. newspapers in 1872 made such favorable reports, and what were the
expectations of the reporters on the future U.S.-Japan relations.
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