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A Study on a Ceremony of Praying for Rain
— The Focus on Suneori Amagoi

Tsutomu Tokuue
Abstract:Suoneori Amagoi is a ceremony of praying for rain, and has been performed in Suneori
District of Tsurugashima City in Saitama Prefecture of Japan since Edo period. In the past, rain—
praying ceremonies were held in more 100 areas of Saitama Prefecture. However, Suneori Amagoi
is the only rain—praying ceremony in Saitama Prefecture now. The content of this ritual is to make
a 36 m dragon out of straw and bamboo, carry it to the pond(named Kandachigaike) where dragon
god once lived. Get water from the pond of Raiden Shrine(Raiden means God of thunder and rain)
in Gunma Prefecture in advance, put this water in Kandachigaike and the Shinto priest prays. After
that, carry the dragon into Kandachigaike. Villagers believe that the dragon will become a god and
ascend to heaven. However,there are some questions about this ceremony. First, Suneori Amagoi
is also carried out when it was not drought. Second, only in 1893, they received water from
Togakushi Shrine in Nagano Prefecture. Third, a sword is tied to the tail of the dragon, the sword
named Shiriken. In other prefectures, there have been cases of rain—praying and festivals tying
swords to the tails of dragons and large snakes.

What is the meaning of this sword ? The purpose of this paper is to consider these questions.
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