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Ito Souhei and A Dream of Red Mansions

Saito Yuichi
Abstract: In 1921, Ryunosuke Akutagawa travelled around China for four months, during which
he met with Hu Shi in Beijing. At that time, Hu Shi had just published a manuscript entitled
"textual research on A Dream of Red Mansions" (first edition). The publication of this manuscript
became a turning point for Hu Shi to study A Dream of Red Mansions. On the other hand, during
Akutagawa's visit to China, Lu Xun translated Akutagawa's representative works Nose and
Rashomon. Akutagawa's experience in China was later written and published as Travel to China
(November 3, 1925). On October 10, 1925, about a month before the publication, the Palace
Museum in Beijing was officially opened. Ito (1925-2009) was born on October 20 between
the two events. Ito's birth is closely related to Lu Xun and Hu Shi, and the opening of the Palace
Museum. This makes him devote his whole life to the study of Chinese literature, especially the
study of A Dream of Red Mansions, and leave many excellent achievements for future generations.
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