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An Analysis of "Inner Child" in Yukio Mishima’s Confession of a Mask

Xu Yanhua
Abstract: Yukio Mishima was the forerunner of modern Japanese literature. This novel is also
considered to be Mishima’ s full-length confessional novel because many of the plots in his first
famous novel, Confession of a Mask, coincide with the actual life situation of Mishima. Since
its publication, the novel has been widely discussed in academic circles, and various parties try
to reveal the true meaning behind the “mask” . The paper will start from the perspective of
the “inner child” in psychological psychoanalysis, and through a close reading of the text and
the investigation of psychological context, we will present and see through Mishima’ s “inner
child” to get close to the real Mishima in Confession of a Mask.

Key Words: Confession of a Mask; inner child; Yukio Mishima
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