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A study of Japan's Post-war Anti-nuclear Movement and Pacifism Based on
Media Reports

KuangLing
Abstract: From the early post—war period to the end of the 1980s, under the influence of internal
and external situations, the anti—nuclear movement in Japan experienced a process of expansion,
from the early single prohibition of atomic bomb & H—-bomb movement gradually became a
part of the peace movement. In the 1960s, with the intervention of Japanese media propaganda
and government policies, the experience of nuclear explosions in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
during World War II has been amplified into the collective trauma of the Japanese nation, and
the self—positioning of Japan has gradually changed from the "perpetrator" of World War II to
the "victim" of nuclear explosions. The domestic peace movement has also been endowed with
special social significance. Since then, victim consciousness has become an important factor in
Japan's "pacifism", and is therefore associated with the "special mission" of the Japanese nation
in the international community, and has become the basis for Japan to seek status and influence

in the international community. After entering the 1970s, Japanese mainstream media basically
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believed that pacifism had taken root in Japanese society, and more emphasized the practical policy

significance of pacifism in Japan's economic prosperity and security guarantee. At the same time,

with the improvement of Japan's political and economic influence, nationalism rose in Japan, and

right—wing activities also became active.

Key words: Japanese anti—nuclear movement, media reports, peace movement, pacifism, victim

consciousness
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