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From "ideal" to "fiction":The Doomsday Writing in Japanese
Apocalyptic Narrative after World War II

He Bingjie
Abstract: Japanese apocalyptic narrative in the 1960s adopted a modern linear time view, and
sought to recover from the defeated identity crisis and help rebuild Japan's modern state and
national identity by introducing contradictory value conflicts between tradition and modernity,
rural and urban areas. The year 1970 was a year when Japanese society changed significantly from
modern to post—-modern. With the "grand narrative" failing in the real world, Japanese society
changed from the "ideal era" to the "fictional era", and apocalyptic narrative shifted from the
reappearance of the real order and morality to the pursuit of ideals in the fictional environment.
The Tokyo Subway Shalin incident in 1995 revealed the fragility of the "fictional era", and
Japanese society ushered in a completely post—modern trend. The "World Series" type emerged at
the historic moment and later became one of the important themes of Japanese pop culture.
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