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An Analysis of Spatial Narratives in Ibuse Masuji's Lieutenant Lookeast

Yu Jie
Abstract: After the end of World War I, Ibuse Masuji created a series of novels centered on the
theme of "civilians and war." Among these, Lieutenant Lookeast, published in 1950, stands out
as a representative work and is hailed as a masterpiece of war literature, holding a significant
place in Ibuse's creative career. The novel depicts the story of Okazaki Y 1 ichi, a lower—-ranking
army officer who, after being wounded on the battlefield and returning home, finds himself in
an absurd situation due to the deep—seated influence of militaristic ideology. The work uses the
narrator's transitions and the physical space shifts from "battlefield" to "hometown," alongside
broader perspectives such as the social spaces of the protagonist's family, village, and nation, to
comprehensively illustrate the profound impact of war on individuals and society. Through the
satire of the pitiful and tragic war victim Okazaki Y 1 ichi, the novel delivers a profound critique
of war. This paper uses "space" as a keyword to analyze the various types of spaces represented in
the work and explore the connections between the author, the work, and space. By incorporating
the historical background of World War II, the paper aims to highlight the destructive impact of

war on national life and emphasize the necessity of reflecting on war and cherishing peace.
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