R

VA R R L S A 2 s e

XIEZ

fd W MEMUBIRTE 1957 AR RN CCMAZSLITEE) —3C, WA REERET
SRS SR, RS Y 1 E R ot B IR R . AR, AR
FART 20750, AAEE I 24 Fp SCINARAESE — FEAE AR X TG . AN Z
B, T HAEDT A SR ke LA TEIRRES A — 1k, A, NIk S I AR X 28 1
W, S50 S — MR 5 e S — okt PRI H A Jc ), 55— s el v
B LOEREE. R, DR Z DUAS SO et o Al i 3 ) H A IR 7 % SR Al AL
(3 s R H AT IR, o R B SCE TS T ARTERIVERER) ik, S 7 i
— BB

Kl MHUEIS; SCAEZSEM; HAR R -

Tadao Umesao and His Ecological Conception of History o f Civilization

Liu Zhengai
Abstract:In his 1957 article "An Ecological View of the History of Civilization: An Introduction,"
Tadao Umesao examined the evolution of history and human civilization from an ecological
perspective. He boldly proposed a hypothesis for redefining the basic criteria for understanding the
world. Umesao believed that the fundamental pat terns of social life vary widely, and the various
civilizations within Asia cannot b e uniformly encompassed within the category of Asia. Asia is
not only diverse, but 1 ts historical development cannot be integrated into a single entity. Therefore,
Umes ao suggested avoiding the use of categories like Asia and Europe and instead dividin g the
world into the First Region and the Second Region. The First Region consists o f Western Europe
and Japan, while the Second Region comprises four civilizational zo nes: China, India, Russia,
and the Islamic world. By proposing the parallel developm ent and evolution of Japan and Europe,
Umesao emphasized the uniqueness of Japanese civilization. The most significant aspect of his
theory is the rejection of the dich otomy between the East and the West and the dismantling of the
myth of a single line ar evolution.

Keywords: Tadao Umesao; Ecological View of History of Civilization; Japanese Ethnolog ist
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