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On the Political Principles of a Clean Government

Yang Mo
Abstract: A clean government is based on Weber's bureaucratic system, but it is necessary to
further clarify the political principles behind Weber's bureaucratic system. The rule of law in a
clean and efficient government should not only be at the administrative level, but also be elevated
to the constitutional level; It is necessary to improve the democratic system to alleviate the
opposition between bureaucracy and popular democracy, and to re—examine the market economy
as the socio—economic background of bureaucracy. The national construction path of England
and France provides a typical case for identifying the political principles of a clean government:
bureaucratic constitutionalism is the correct historical path for a clean government, while family
property absolutism is its opposite. The principles for building an honest and capable government
derived from historical experience are as follows: improving the rule of law, cultivating democracy,
improving the market economy, regulating the operation of power, and reasonably arranging the
differentiation and division of power.

Keywords: Clean Government; Bureaucracy; Patrimonialism; Absolutism; State
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