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Life Is Like a Song, Time Is Like a Painting: Exploring the Thousand-Year
Literary Tradition of Shaoxing

Xu Zhenhua
Abstract: Surveying the ancient city of Shaoxing in the Jiangnan region, which has a history
spanning over 2,500 years, one can see a lineage of influential masters and distinguished
personalities who have created innumerable brilliant achievements in various fields such as
military, politics, economy, culture, philosophy, poetry, painting, music, and art. Untangling this
historically continuous and ever—vibrant cultural thread is immensely beneficial for strengthening
the cultural confidence and national pride of the Chinese nation. Extracting the profound wisdom
and courage of the ancients from the vast tapestry of history is a meaningful endeavor for the
younger generation. Living and working in Shaoxing, we are fortunate to rub shoulders with the
likes of Wang Xizhi, Wang Yangming, Yan Ziling, Xu Wei, Qiu Jin, Lu Xun, and Zhou Peiyuan,
and to savor the charm of anecdotes associated with these famous figures. The masterworks of
these legendary figures from past dynasties can inspire the younger generation's desire to read,

helping them to approach history, converse with sages of ancient and modern times, enrich their
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experiences in the ocean of knowledge and thought, and enhance their abilities in art appreciation

and aesthetic taste. More importantly, through reading, one can cultivate their sentiments, improve

their ways and abilities of thinking, and become a new generation of citizens who are responsible

and caring towards the country, society, and others.

Key words: Ancient City of Shaoxing; Hometown of Notables; Thousand—Year Literary Tradition;

Cultural Confidence.
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