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Oe Kenzaburo in the Postwar Japanese Intellectual Space

Xiong Shue
Abstract:Oe Kenzaburo studies have long concentrated on the literary side of themes, methods,
and contexts, neglecting the ideological side of their social and contemporary nature. Analyzing
the three major theses of the Emperor System, the United States, and nuclear problems in
Oe Kenzaburo's literature in the context of the history of ideas has multiple implications for
understanding the consciousness of the postwar Japanese spirituality, social change, and foreign
relations.Peace and democracy characterize postwar values.Oe Kenzaburo was a lifelong advocate
of democracy, but the former imperial boy still had some degree of empathy for emperor worship,
and the ambivalence in his thinking reflects the flaws of postwar democracy.In the process of
economic development, generational change and changes in social consciousness, the intellectual
and cultural community has not exported ideas and views that satisfy people's value needs.As
a result, the symbolic emperor, who blends elements of traditional political culture and modern
democracy, remains the locus of the Japanese quest for transcendent values.
Key words: Postwar Japanese Thought; Oe Kenzaburo; Emperor System; Japan—U.S. Relations;

Nuclear
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