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Loan Words in the Nagasaki Dialect during the Edo Period: A Brief
Discussion about the Acceptance of Chinese Vocabulary

He Yunyan Yamamoto Syou

Abstract: Nagasaki has played a major role in Japanese history from the ancient times to the early

modern times. The influence of and leads culture, especially Chinese culture, penetrates deeply

into the daily life of Nagasaki people, to the formation of the unique culture of Nagasaki. There

are many loan words in Nagasaki dialect, and many of them are still being used nowadays. By

adopting the research methods of data investigation and field investigation, the authors collected

515 Chinese vocabularies in Nagasaki dialect. In this paper, we try to discuss the acceptance

situation of foreign language in Nagasaki dialect by arranging and analyzing these loan words.
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